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Mexico: Nationwide demonstrations are set for 
12 July to protest against the high saline content of 
the Colorado River flowing from Arizona into Mexico. 

For the past three years, the Lopez Mateos gov- 
ernment has regarded the Colorado River salinity 
problem as the most serious issue in Mexican-US re- 
lations. The river’s salinity has risen in recent months, 
and Mexican officials are increasingly convinced that 
a satisfactory solution is not in prospect. 


The details of the demonstrations have not been 
completely worked out, but it seems certain that the 
protests have the government's approval. Indicative 
of this is the fact that powerful government- dominated 
labor organizations will play a prominent role. 


The government’s acquiescence in the protest 
movement reflects not only exasperation with the US, 
but also a belief that it is no longer politically feasible 
to suppress growing public resentment over the prob- 
lem. With national elections two weeks off, the gov- 
ernment probably feels compelled to take some action 
on this emotional issue to prevent Com munists and 
their sympathizers from exploiting it. I 
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